










“Pennsylvania German heritage is a
treasure … the Pennsylvania German
dialect makes the ‘Keystone State’
unique.”  
— Dr. Michael Werner, 2007
Pennsylvania German lecturer at
Franklin & Marshall College

As a student of Pennsylvania Dutch
put it recently, learning the lan-

guage helps you understand and
appreciate the warm and colorful
Pennsylvania German culture that is a
hallmark of Lancaster County, in gen-
eral, and of its Plain People, in particu-
lar.  

Beginning the second week in
March, the Lancaster Mennonite
Historical Society will again be offer-

ing ten-week language classes for
beginning or intermediate/advanced
students of Pennsylvania German.
We are the only educational institu-
tion in Lancaster County to offer
these courses, and one of the few in
the nation to offer in-class conversa-
tion with native Old Order speakers,
for whom it is a living language. 

Keith [“Butch”] Reigart, fluent in
Pennsylvania German and a native of
York County, Pa., will be teaching
our Introductory class.  His ties to the
Pennsylvania German dialect go back
to his early years growing up with
Dutch-speaking grandparents in his
household.  

Butch was employed for more
than 35 years as a foreign language
specialist for the U.S. government.
His formal education includes a B.A.
in German from the State University
of New York and an M.A. in Russian
from Middlebury College, Vermont.
This gives him a good grasp of the
language learning process.

Since returning home in 2006,
Butch’s primary focus has been on
the preservation and processing of a
unique collection of Pennsylvania
German audio recordings for use by
students of the dialect, in addition to
teaching dialect classes in York
County.  He has many Dutch-speak-
ing friends, including Old Order
Mennonites and Amish, in Lancaster
and Berks counties.  We are delight-
ed to have Butch teaching the
Introductory course this spring.

John B. Martin, a native speaker of
Pennsylvania German, will be teach-
ing the Intermediate/Advanced class.
Interested and outgoing, John is an
experienced schoolteacher and song-
leader among the Old Order
Mennonites.  He has taught German
for many years and is the publisher
of a songbook.  Since Pennsylvania
Dutch is an everyday language for
him, John is well positioned to bring
in to the classroom real-life dialogues,
conversation and stories unique to
the Lancaster County Plain People.
John is an asset in the classroom, and
we are glad to welcome his teaching
for our more experienced students.

Due to overwhelming local
response, the Introductory class is
now full. However, Butch has agreed

to teach a second Introductory
class on Thursday evenings. It will
meet at the same time as the
Intermediate/Advanced class taught
by John Martin, and there will be
some interchange between classes,
at points. Introductory Class-B will be
held on Thursday evenings from
March 13 to May 15.

The Intermediate/Advanced class
will be held on Thursday evenings
from March 13 to May 15.  Both
classes meet from 7-9 pm at the
Lancaster Mennonite Historical
Society, 2215 Millstream Road,
Lancaster.  (We are located just off
Route 30 East near Tanger Outlets.)
Cost is $100 for members, $115 for
nonmembers. 

The introductory class will use as
its basic text, Introduction to
Pennsylvania German, which provides
a gentle entry into the language for
beginners.  Accompanying CDs allow
the student to work on pronunciation
and basic phrases at home.  The text-
book and CDs are available for pur-
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Classes will touch on the cul-
ture and way of life of the various
groups of Pennsylvania Germans.
Here are a few jokes to give you a
feel for their healthy sense of
humor and ability to laugh at
themselves – and of the fun one
can have learning Pennsylvania
Dutch:

• Mir reschpeckde die alt Eld.
Awwer net wann mir en alt
Hinkel hen fer Middaag! 
[We respect old age.  But not
when we have an old chicken for
dinner!] 

• “Maem, unser
Schulmeeschdern hot mer gsaat,
ich sett en ‘Seiklapiedia’ hawwe.”
[Mom, our teacher told me I
should have a ‘cyclopedia.”]

“Du laafscht in die Schul wie
die annere Kinner!”
[You’ll walk to school like the
other children]

•“Wie denkscht, Dockder?”
[What do you think, doctor?]

“Well, die Waahret saage, ich
gleich net wie dei Mann guckt.”
[Well, to tell you the truth, I don’t
like the way your husband looks.]

“Ich gleich aah net wie er
guckt. Awwer er sarrigt fer uns,
un er iss gut zu mir un zu die
Kinner.”
[I don’t like the way he looks
either. But he takes care of us and
he’s good to me and the kids.] 

New Instructors Enliven Spring Pennsylvania
German Classes DIALECT CLASS

REGISTRATION FORM

2008 Introductory Class-B
Thursdays, March 13-May 15

❑ Members at $100 per person
❑ Nonmembers $115 per person

2008 Intermediate/Advanced Class
Thursdays, March 13-May 15

❑ Members at $100 per person
❑ Nonmembers $115 per person

$ _______ enclosed for registration(s)

Name(s) ____________________
___________________________

Address _____________________
City ________________________
State _______ ZIP ____________
Phone ______________________
Email _______________________

Contact Dorothy Siegrist at the
Society, 717-393-9745 
for more information

Checks payable to:
Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society

2215 Millstream Road
Lancaster, PA 17602-1499
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