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Mark Hoover, age 13,
worked enthusiasti-

cally on his ancestral fan
chart at the Society for
several weeks last fall
while on furlough with his
parents, Jon and
Jacquelyn Hoover, mis-
sion workers in the
Middle East, to where
they have since returned.
We wish Mark all the best
as he works at “making
history personal” through genealogy.  (Note: the Society is open Christmas
week if your family members want to begin the search, as Mark did.)

Dollars and Sense: 
Law Allows Tax-free
Donations from your IRA
through Dec. 31

You can make a charitable contri-
bution to the Society using

money from your IRA (Individual
Retirement Account) through year-
end 2007 without paying tax.  Due
to the IRA Charitable Rollover
Provision, persons over the
age of 70 and 1/2 may
make tax-free contri-
butions to the Society
from their traditional
or Roth IRA. 

Transfers directly
from your IRA
account to the
Society (we
are a 501c3 charity)
count toward your annual Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD).  Up
until now, any deductions from an
IRA were considered taxable income.
Depending on the size of your gift,
the savings can be significant. 

This is good news for persons
who would like to make a charitable
gift to the Society from their retire-
ment assets, but have been discour-
aged from doing so by potential
income tax penalties.  To take
advantage of this window of oppor-
tunity, consult your financial advisor
to plan for how you can invest in the
Society before December 31.

Crowd Gathers at Society for Amish Grace Book
Signing with Authors

We were delighted to have
a full house at Society

headquarters when we hosted
David Weaver-Zuercher, Steve
Nolt, and Donald Kraybill (pic-
tured left to right) in September
to discuss and sign copies of
their recent book, Amish Grace:
How Forgiveness Transcended
Tragedy. Copies are available at
Society bookstore for $25.

Lancaster at Play: Leisure in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania. Lancaster County Historical Society,
2007.  138 pp. (paper). $16.95

Third photo book in the series published by the
Lancaster County Historical Society (follows Cars,
Trains, Buggies and Planes: Transportation in Lancaster Co.,
Pa. (2005) and Lancaster at Work: Business in Lancaster Co., Pa. (2006).
Settle back, relax and enjoy these images of Lancastrians at play from the late 1800s through the mid-twentieth
century.  More than 130 photographs show Lancaster Countians in those golden hours between work and sleep —
fishing, swimming, picnicking, performing and watching occasional parade.  From sunny sandlots to quiet streams to
rollicking clubs, these photographs show the many ways Lancastrians spent their leisure.

New Books

German Names: A Practical Guide.
Kenneth L. Smith.  Masthof Press,
2007. 310 pp. (paper). $15

Helpful guide for researchers to
deal with German names, both with-
in Germany and when they were
transplanted into America.  Much
more information including various
grammatical endings on given
names, local forms of given names,
surname changes at and after immi-
gration, spelling variants, dialect
forms of surnames, locality names,
epithets on names, adopted chil-
dren, farm names – all precede a
large section in the book listing vari-
ant forms of given names. 

Tending the Roots of His Family Tree




